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Abstract 

Bastani Parizi, as one of the most influential contemporary historians, played a 

prominent role in increasing people's historical knowledge and their interest in 

studying history. With a simple and fluent style, he linked historical events and 

occurrences from every period and dynasty, and on every subject, creating engaging 

content. His unique historiographical style garnered special attention to his works 

during a period when new historiographical methods, including positivist and 

Marxist quantitative approaches, were prevalent among Iranian historians. The 

present study seeks to answer the question: How was Baastani Parizi's approach to 

historiography and historical perspective, according to research related to him? The 

authors, employing a descriptive-analytical approach and utilizing primary sources 

and reliable new research, reached the following conclusions: The difference in 

Baastani Parizi's writing style compared to his contemporaries led to numerous 

criticisms. Nevertheless, despite extensive critiques, even from some of his own 

students, his work and writing style are generally well-regarded among many 

historians, and his works are recognized as a valuable collection 
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Introduction 

The historiography of Mohammad Ebrahim Bastani Parizi (1924–2014) occupies a 

unique place in modern Iranian intellectual history. As one of the most influential 

contemporary historians, he is remembered for his unconventional, accessible, and 

often literary style of writing history. Bastani Parizi diverged from the rigid 

positivist and Marxist frameworks that dominated academic historiography in Iran 

during the mid-20th century, choosing instead to craft works that combined 

erudition, storytelling, and popular appeal. His writings—over sixty volumes 

covering a broad spectrum from local history of Kerman to analyses of Safavid 

politics—sought to democratize historical knowledge by presenting it in a form 

digestible for both scholars and ordinary readers. 
This study explores Bastani Parizi’s historiographical approach, situating him 

within the wider intellectual transformations of Iranian historiography from the 

Qajar period through the Pahlavi era and beyond. The analysis focuses on his 

narrative strategies, thematic emphases, reliance on interdisciplinary methods, and 

the reception of his works among both academic and non-academic audiences. It 

argues that his method—although widely criticized for its lack of “scientific” 

rigor—constitutes a distinct paradigm of “popular historiography” that bridges 

scholarly inquiry with cultural memory and collective identity. 
 

Materials & Methods 

This study employs a descriptive-analytical method, using both primary and 

secondary sources on Bastani Parizi’s historiography. Primary materials include his 

major works—such as From Pariz to Paris, the Sevenfold Series (e.g., The Lady of 

Seven Castles), and Politics and Economics in the Safavid Era—which illustrate his 

narrative style and integration of poetry, folklore, and oral traditions. Secondary 

sources consist of scholarly evaluations of his stylistic innovations, use of auxiliary 

sciences like geography and archaeology, and his cultural-philosophical reflections 

on history. These also cover critiques during his lifetime, when he was often accused 

of “storytelling,” as well as posthumous reassessments that regard him as a pioneer 

of a hybrid genre between literature and history. The analysis focuses on four 

dimensions: his narrative methods, his thematic balance between local and national 

history, his philosophy of history, and the contrasting receptions of his work. 
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Discussion and Results 

Bastani Parizi’s historical writings mark a deliberate departure from the dominant 

academic conventions of his time. While many of his contemporaries adhered to 

positivist empiricism or Marxist materialism, he emphasized readability, cultural 

memory, and moral reflection. His prose—rich with poetry, satire, and metaphor—

blurred the boundary between historiography and literature. For critics, this stylistic 

choice disqualified his work from the realm of “scientific” history; for supporters, 

however, it ensured that history remained a living and accessible discourse. 

A central feature of his method was the integration of legends, oral traditions, 

and mythical accounts into historical narrative. Although this practice drew 

accusations of “storytelling,” Bastani defended it on the grounds that myths often 

preserve elements of truth and reflect the cultural and psychological landscapes of 

societies. In this sense, his approach resonates with anthropological and cultural 

history, even if he did not formally adopt these frameworks. 

His commitment to popular historiography further distinguished him. Bastani 

believed history should not be monopolized by specialists but instead resonate with 

the experiences of ordinary people. Through humor, irony, and colloquial anecdotes, 

he sought to bridge the gap between academia and society, thereby expanding the 

social base of historical readership in Iran. His works were read not only by scholars 

but also by statesmen, clerics, prisoners, and villagers, reflecting his success in 

making history a shared cultural resource. 

Another hallmark of his scholarship was the balance between localism and 

universalism. He produced extensive studies on the history and geography of 

Kerman, considering local history a gateway to understanding broader national and 

even global processes. At the same time, his research spanned a wide chronological 

and thematic spectrum, from pre-Islamic traditions to Safavid politics. To enrich 

these accounts, he drew on auxiliary sciences such as geography, archaeology, 

philology, and folklore, insisting that history could not be reconstructed from written 

documents alone. 

Equally important was his focus on social history. Unlike historians who 

privileged rulers and elites, Bastani foregrounded peasants, artisans, women, and 

marginalized groups as genuine agents of historical transformation. Philosophically, 

he viewed history as both providential and evolutionary—shaped by divine will but 

also marked by the cumulative progress of human societies toward cultural 

refinement and social justice. 
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The reception of his work was highly polarized. Some contemporaries dismissed 

him as non-scientific and undisciplined, while others, particularly in later years, 

recognized his ability to combine cultural resonance with historical inquiry. Today, 

his legacy is understood less as a failure to conform to rigid historiographical 

orthodoxy and more as a conscious effort to redefine the role of history in 

Iranian society. 

 

Conclusion 

The case of Mohammad Ebrahim Bastani Parizi highlights the challenges of 

defining historiography in modern Iran. His works blurred the boundaries between 

scholarship and literature, merging academic history with popular memory. By 

prioritizing accessibility, narrative charm, and moral reflection, he offered a new 

model of historical writing that transcended professional constraints. 

Bastani’s historiography can best be described as “popular yet erudite”—a 

hybrid form that balanced cultural resonance with intellectual depth. His emphasis 

on local history, attention to ordinary people, use of auxiliary sciences, and belief in 

both divine providence and human progress shaped a distinctive approach. 

Although criticized during his lifetime for lacking methodological rigor, his 

writings remain widely read and influential. A decade after his death, his legacy 

endures as that of a cultural figure who redefined the relationship between history, 

literature, and society, treating history not only as scholarship but also as art and 

collective memory. 
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