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Abstract

Following the establishment of the modern judiciary at the beginning of the Pahlavi era,
Kermanshah also became home to this institution in western Iran. It is noteworthy that
this region held special significance in the country due to its distance from the central
authority, its ethnic diversity, as well as its strategic location as a transit route to Iraq
and its advantageous economic status within the agricultural sector. The primary
objective of this study is to answer the question: What were the reactions and
approaches of the judiciary in Kermanshah in its dealings with offenders and plaintiffs?
The derived hypothesis suggests that the position and actions of this institution toward
the accused and claimants were somewhat dualistic and particular, as at times, due to
personal and governmental interests, justice, order, and law were not upheld.
Furthermore, some judges and judicial officials acted unjustly in order to protect their
own interests or out of flattery. This article, employing a library-based research
methodology grounded on unpublished documents from the judiciary of Kermanshah,
explores this topic. The findings indicate that the influence and impact of foreign
nationals, as well as the exertion of power by certain influential individuals connected to
the government or capitalists, affected the performance of the judiciary. However, this
should not be generalized to all cases, as in many instances individuals did attain their
rightful claims.
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Introduction

Exploring the history of the judiciary (justice system) in Iran is significant in identifying
the weaknesses of this institution, enabling people in the present and future to witness
proper conduct from its personnel and adherence to the law. During the early Pahlavi
era, in light of the structure of this regime and the prevailing challenges, the government
decided to reform the judiciary in accordance with Western European models.
Consequently, through the efforts of influential and Western-educated individuals, a
new approach was adopted. However, despite the establishment of new laws, problems
were not entirely resolved, and complete satisfaction among the populace across the
country was often lacking, with officials failing to adequately fulfill their duties.
Moreover, the judiciary in Kermanshah at times struggled to issue fair judgments,
with justice being attained with difficulty and only in some straightforward complaints,
revealing the state's inadequacy in fully implementing laws. Therefore, considering the

aforementioned issues, this article will address various aspects of several legal cases.

Materials and Methods

This article utilizes a library-based research method, relying on existing knowledge
from significant press sources and particularly examining unpublished documents from
the judiciary of Kermanshah housed in the archives of the National Library of the
Islamic Republic of Iran. The aim is to elucidate aspects of the performance of the

judiciary in Kermanshah during the early Pahlavi period.

Discussion and Results

This paper briefly examines the approaches of the judiciary in Kermanshah in the
adjudication of certain legal cases (1927-1941). The rationale for selecting this topic lies
in the dissolution of the judiciary during the Qajar era, the reform of Iran's judicial
system, and ultimately the establishment of a modern judiciary driven by the ideas and
efforts of Ali Akbar Khan Davar, Minister of Justice during the reign of Reza Shah.
This underscores the government's efforts towards realizing justice and reforming the
judicial system. However, despite such efforts, numerous difficulties and challenges
continued to afflict the populace, as the shadow of the archaic legal system had not
entirely receded and injustices persisted. The Ministry of Justice could not effectively
and comprehensively oversee the operations of its branches. Consequently, in various
provinces such as Kermanshah, many issues remained unresolved, and the judiciary at

times, for various reasons, was either unable or unwilling to adequately address
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complaints. As a result, ordinary people faced significant challenges. Therefore, the
purpose of this research is to respond to the question: What were the reactions and
approaches of the judiciary in Kermanshah in its dealings with offenders and plaintiffs?
The derived hypothesis posits that the position and actions of this institution toward the
accused and complainants were somewhat dualistic and particular, as at times, due to
personal and governmental interests, justice, order, and law were not upheld, and some

judges and judicial officials acted unjustly to protect their interests or out of flattery.

Conclusion

By examining a number of documents and letters from the Judiciary of Kermanshah
during the reign of Reza Shah, it can be inferred that despite numerous violations and
lapses in the adjudication of cases, the condition of the judiciary at this time had
improved somewhat compared to the Qajar period. It was not the case that all
complaints went unresolved, leading to the public's frustration and the judiciary being
regarded as entirely incompetent. In this article, despite significant challenges in
gathering documents, some pieces have been identified and analyzed concerning the
positive and negative performances of the judiciary in Kermanshah.

It is important to note that at times, the judiciary of this region faced pressure
because the offenders were protected by foreign governments or were considered
powerful and influential individuals. Consequently, it was often compelled to issue
unjust rulings or to deal leniently with the accused. However, in other cases, as
discussed in the body of the research, fairness and justice were observed in the handling
of various complaints, which is noteworthy.

Overall, judges displayed varying approaches; some acted in their own interests and
to their own advantage, to the extent that the judicial system would be forced to pursue
legal action against them. Nonetheless, some judges issued rulings in fairness, ensuring
that no one’s rights were violated, thereby behaving justly within the framework of the
laws ratified by the Ministry of Justice.
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