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Abstract

Place names play a significant role in revealing information about a region in terms of
history, geography, and linguistics. Due to its uique geographical location, the Sarpol-e
Zahab region has long been considered a connecting region between the Mesopotamian
plains and the Zagros highlands. Numerous archaeological finds, including inscriptions,
kudurrus, seals, geographical maps and written sources, from the time of the Early
Dynasties of Sumer to the Early Islamic period, refer to this region by various names.
Halman, Chalonitis, Chala, Albania, Hulwan, Halah, Walashfarr, and Shadh Firuz are
some of the names associated with this geographical area. The aim of this research is,
firstly, to study the place names attributed to this area in different periods and, secondly,
to record the information available in various sources in order to draw up a typology
table of the place names relating to this area. This will help us to better understand the
political, cultural, and economic conditions and the types of settlements in this region.

The results show that, in addition to the variety of the place names used for this region,
it has witnessed the diversity and dynamics of multiple religions as well as many
political and civil activities. While the motivation and purpose behind most of the
names attributed to this region cannot be discerned, political governance and the

geographical environment can be considered the main factors in these attributions.
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Introduction

The study of toponyms is a field that provides valuable insights from linguistic,
archaeological, geographical, and historical perspectives for reconstructing the cultural
landscape of any region. Each toponym essentially has a long history behind it.
Researchers believe that names given to a region were designated by individuals within a
specific timeframe and for particular reasons, and sometimes these names have changed
over time due to various factors (Tent, 2015: 67). In archaeological studies, examining
material culture, form, function, and location can also help determine the timing and
reason behind the selection of a toponym (Jones, 2016). The Sarpol-e Zahab area, due to
its unique geographical location as part of the extension of the Great Khorasan Road, has
always been a significant settlement hub between the Zagros mountains and the lowlands
of eastern Mesopotamia, attracting various communities from prehistoric times to the
present. Because of its strategic location, Sarpol-e Zahab has been referred to as the "Gate
of Asia" by some orientalists (Herzfeld, 1920:1). This geographical and settlement
significance has led to the use of various names over different periods, including Halman,
Chalonitis, Chala, Albania, Hulwan, Halah, Walashfarr, and Shadh Firuz. While the
motivations behind some of the names attributed to the Sarpol-e Zahab region are not
always discernible, in some cases, one can observe the influence of the environment or the
prevailing political power in the area. The objective of the present research is to identify
and classify the toponyms associated with the Sarpol-e Zahab region from the Early
Dynasties of Sumer to the Early Islamic period. Efforts will also focus on clarifying the
types of documents that reference this region and to determine the information that can be
extracted from these documents.

Research Method

This research methodology is based on library studies with a historical approach. This
study aims to examine and analyze the cultural landscape of Sarpol-e Zahab from the
third millennium BCE to the early Islamic period, using various texts and documents.
Ultimately, efforts have been made to identify the different toponyms associated with
this cultural landscape and, if possible, to investigate the factors influencing the

selection of these place names.

Conclusion

Sarpol-e Zahab, due to its location along the major route of Greater Khorasan, its

proximity to the powerful states of Mesopotamia, and its status as a border region at
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various times, has always attracted significant attention. The political and cultural
events, as well as the environmental and geographical conditions associated with this
area, have been extensively documented in historical and archaeological sources. This
geographical location, along with its favorable environmental conditions, has played a
crucial role in attracting human groups from ancient times to the present day. According
to numerous sources, ranging from the Early Dynasties of Sumer to the Early Islamic
period, associated with the historical geography of Sarpol-e Zahab, various names and
terms such as Halman, Chalonitis, Chala, Albania, Hulwan, Halah, Walashfarr, and
Shadh Firuz have been used for this region. Among these names, the term Halman was
used from the Old Babylonian period to the Neo-Assyrian era in inscriptions, which can
indicate the political and geographical significance of this region. During the Seleucid
and Parthian periods, place names such as Chala and Chalonitis were mentioned, while
during the Sasanian and Islamic periods, names like Hulwan, Walashfarr, and Shadh
Firuz were associated with this region. While the reasons for using some of these names
are not clear, it appears that the selection of the place name Halman and its likely
continuity as Hulwan in later periods may have been influenced by the environmental
conditions of the region, likely due to the flow of the Alvand River. In addition to
environmental factors, political considerations have also played a significant role in the
selection of place names for this region, as evidenced by some titles that include the
names of Sasanian kings. While the motivations and meanings behind some of these
terms used for the region are not clearly traceable through historical-archaeological
studies, detailed linguistic studies can potentially supplement these shortcomings.
Syriac sources have been overlooked as a significant resource in studies of the Sasanian
period, particularly in examining the political and cultural events of this region and the
broader Zagros region. Examining these sources reveals the presence of kings and high-
ranking officials in the region, elucidates many names and positions, religious events,
constructions, religious minorities, the transition of cities from diocesan to metropolitan
status, describes the geographical environment, and traces the routes taken by rulers and
kings in the Sarpol-e Zahab region.
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